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So much for the British barbecue summer
Comments: 1

Overseas tour operators are having difficulty
suppressing their glee at the end of the supposed
‘barbecue’ British summer.

They were reacting as the Met Office admitted its
long range forecast given in April for a blistering
August in Britain was now unlikely to transpire.

As much of the country suffered from late July
downpours, operators were queuing up to
persuade late bookers to head abroad to find the
sun.

Thomson, Thomas Cook and youtravel.com led
the charge, barely hiding their glee at the
prospect of another washout UK summer.

ABTA even got in on the act advising customers to
book now to get the best of the late deals on offer
and the widest choice of available holidays.

The association reported that some members are
seeing an increase in business of up to 30% over
the last two weeks and 40% compared to the
same time last year. Others are reporting many
people looking to travel within a week as they are
keen to escape the bad weather.

Thomson said its summer sale, running until
midnight on August 3, was offering up to £500 off
per couple and free child places.

The operator also launched an online late deal
finder where users can search for holidays by
departure date, airport, duration and destination.

Thomas Cook CEO of mainstream travel Pete
Constanti pushed late deals available in August,
leading in at £1,316 with budget brand Sunset in
Turkey for seven nights for a family of four
departing from Manchester on August 24.

“The summer holidays have only just started and
today’s weather update will send many parents
into despair as there are still five long weeks
before school starts again,” he said.

“Rather than worry about how to fill these long
wet days in the UK, our advice is to book a
holiday with guaranteed sunshine.

“Top summer hotspots such as Spain, Turkey,
Egypt, Greece and Cyprus experience on average
less than 6 millimetres of rain in Auaust.

travelmole.com/.../1137...

i

Adjust font size: #./ 1=

Quick Links

About | Contact | Help | Advertise | Make TM my homepage | 1

I - Search this site -

US SITE » _ ASIAIPAC

ADVERTISEMENT

B2 PRESS ZONE

20 July, 2009 Tailor-made operator’s new
Dolphin technology "cuts the time taken tc
manage complex itineraries in half"

17 July, 2009 New luxury website for CK ~
Bureau

09 July, 2009 CSI Media invests in tour of
software growth

30 June, 2009 Green Globe International ¢
Green Seal Partner to Promote Global
Sustainability

22 June, 2009 Caribbean leaders attack A
hike

Meet the TravelMole community

Are you listed? This directory of TravelMol
is a valuable source of information about"
who in the travel and tourism industry. Cr
your own listing and join the TravelMole n
- It's free!

All

|
Tourism Society debate with
UNWTO

24-hours observation of all of the
large aircraft flights in the world,
condensed down to about 2
minutes. From space

Caribbean Tourism Organisation -
2009 Caribbean Ball

Caribbean tourism leaders have

Channel: | All

LII Region: IUK

Travell

1/2



31/07/2009 So much for the British ...
*

Sales and marketing director Paul Riches said:
“For months all we've heard is that the ‘staycation’
is the thing to do this summer. However the
reality is that the erratic British weather and the
expense of staying at home for your summer
holiday can take their toll on the holiday spirit.

“For most people their summer holiday is the only
time they’ll go away this year and for the bulk of
them a few days of sunshine is the very least they
expect.

“The notion of a holiday in the UK might have
been a good idea a few months ago, but the
reality is different.

“We're seeing people booking a week before they
go away - this is unheard of in August usually and
just shows how desperate people are to get
away.”

ABTA chief executive Mark Tanzer said: “The
weather does affect business and although we
know that poor weather encourages outbound
tourism, it's also true to say that by contrast
overseas visitors coming from hot countries enjoy
our cooler climate.”

by Phil Davies
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Weather Forecasting

Why does everyone rely on the Met office for an
accurate long range forecast? I have been
sucessfully forecasting the summer weather for
years.

This summer my forecast is that we will get hot
sun, hot wind, cold wind, blue sky, grey sky, black
sky, clouds, rain, hail, floods thunder and gales.

Trust me, that's an accurate forecast.
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